N.  O.  PLUMBAGmACEAE	1467
slender; tube 2-2.5 cm. long; lobes 8 mm. long, obovate-oblong, acute,
apicnlate. Filaments as long as the corolla-tube; anthers exserted
just beyond the throat Capsule oblong, pointed; peiicarp thin below,
thick and hardened above
Distribution     Throughout  India,   much  cultivated,  wiM   m  the   W    Peninsula  and
probably in Bengal, Malay Peninsula, Ceylon—Tropics of the Old World
The root and root bark are bitter, hot, dry; stomachic, carmina-
tive, astringent to the bowels, anthelmintic, alterative; cure intestinal
troubles, dysentery, leucoderma, inflammation, piles, bronchitis,
" vata " and " kapha ", itching, diseases of the liver, consumption,
ascites, "tridosha"; good in anaemia (Ayurveda).
The root has a bitter sharp taste; bechic, laxative, expectorant,
stomachic, tonic, abortifacient, alexipharmic; good appetiser; useful
in laryngitis, rheumatism, diseases of the spleen, leucoderma, ring-
worm, scabies.—The leaves are caustic, vesicant, aphrodisiac; good
for scabies (Yunani).
The root of P. zeylanics is said to increase the digestive power,
to promote the appetite, and to be useful in dyspepsia, piles, anasarca,
diarrhoea, skin diseases, etc. For external administration, it is made
into a paste with milk, vinegar or salt and water. Such a paste may
be applied externally in leprosy and other skin diseases of an obstinate
character, and be allowed to remain until a blister has formed.
A tincture of the root-bark has been employed as an antiperiodic.
It acts as a powerful sudorific.
The milky juice is used as an application to unhealthy ulcers and
in cases of scabies.
The plant is used as a vulnerary in New Caledonia.
In the Gold Coast, the roots are used as an enema to cure
piles.
The Tongas and Shangaans use the root as a leprosy remedy.
The powdered material is taken internally and applied locally.
A compound powder consisting chiefly of P. zeylaniea, Hydro-
cotyle asiatica, and Acorus calamus was administered for a consider-
able length of time to two cases of heniiplegia without any benefit
(Koman).

